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Un refuge de confort, de charme et d’hospitalité raffinée.
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Women of Courage and Dedica-
tion

For generations, Angolan women have
carried on their shoulders the weight of
the family, the community, and often the
entire nation. During the most difficult
periods in history, they preserved dignity,
unity, and hope. Even today, they are
everywhere, in schools, in businesses, in
markets, and in institutions, shaping a
better future each day with the same
courage that marked the past.

Traditions that Breathe Life
Angola possesses a rich cultural heritage
in which women hold a central place.

- During weddings and celebrations,
women adorn themselves with the tradi-
tional “PANQ” fabric in vibrant colors,
dance to the rhythm of drums, and cele-
brate life with contagious joy.

- In local neighborhoods, women still
gather to cook together, share stories,
and pass on values of solidarity and
respect.

- Even in modern cities, mothers ensure
that their daughters grow up proud of
their roots, respectful of their elders, and
aware of their strength.

The Image of a Nation in Motion
Today, the Angolan woman shines in
every field, from fashion to politics, from
entrepreneurship to art. What makes her
truly unique is her ability to remain faith-
ful to her origins while confidently step-
ping into the future. She is the face of a
nation reinventing itself, the symbol of
authentic beauty, quiet courage, and
timeless elegance. The Angolan woman
is the soul of Angola, beautiful, strong,
and infinitely inspiring.
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The Angolan
Woman: Beauty,
Strength, and
Living Heritage

Written By

Nicholas
Marouni

The Angolan woman is not merely an
embodiment of beauty — she is a force,
a story, an identity. In her gaze, pride
and tenderness meet, in her presence,
the perfect balance between elegance
and inner strength is expressed.

A Beauty Beyond Appearances
Angolan beauty cannot be reduced to a
harmonious face or a graceful silhouette.
It lies in confidence, intelligence, and that
inner light that captivates effortlessly. |
had the privilege of attending the recent
Miss Angola international pageant, and
that evening | witnessed far more than
beautiful women. | saw strength, ambi-
tion, charisma, and distinction. Each con-
testant carried within her a story, a mes-
sage, a sense of national pride. Their pres-
ence radiated an energy that transcend-
ed the competition, it was the celebration
of a nation where women are the beating
heart of society.

Miss Angola International 2025
This year, the crown of Miss Angola Inter-
national 2025 was awarded to Lauriela
Martins, 27 years old, a young woman and
a dear friend of our family. Having known
her even before she became Miss Angola
International, | saw on stage the same
person | had always known: authentic,
elegant, and profoundly human. She
remained true to herself, carrying with
natural grace the elegance, education,
and charm of a powerful and inspiring
woman. Lauriela has always inspired me,
but that evening she inspired an entire
audience and the jury as well. On stage,
she stood out through her radiant smile,
her poise, and her natural simplicity.
Beyond beauty, she embodies the values
of a true woman — one who shines with
authenticity and inner light, reminding
us that genuine charm comes from the
heart.
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Cut Five: The Director’'s New

Code of Ethics

If Al is here to stay, the challenge
becomes not rejection but responsibility.
What principles should modern directors
follow to wield this power wisely?
Human Oversight Always: Al can assist
with choices, but the final decision must
remain human. The director’'s moral com-
pass cannot be automated.
Transparency in Credits: Viewers
deserve to know when performances or
visuals are synthetic. Disclosure fosters
trust, deceit erodes it.

Consent Is Sacred: No likeness, voice, or
creative contribution should be replicat-
ed without explicit approval. This is not
just legal, it's ethical.

Diversity in Datasets: Directors must
demand inclusivity from their tools. The
datasets that shape Al visuals should
reflect global humanity, not algorithmic
bias.

Continuous Learning: Understanding
Al's capabilities and limits is part of the
craft now. Future directors will need both
creative vision and technological literacy.

Cut Six: The Audience’s Role
Ultimately, audiences are the unseen
co-authors of cinema. Their expecta-
tions, ethics, and emotions guide its
evolution.

Viewers, especially younger genera-
tions raised in the digital era, may not
recoil from Al. For them, authenticity
is emotional, not mechanical. A syn-
thetic scene that feels true might be
accepted as readily as a practical one.
Yet others argue that knowing a
moment is algorithmic can dull its
emotional punch.

In 2025, a new form of film literacy is
emerging, one that includes an
understanding of machine involve-
ment. Festivals such as Sundance
Next: Al and Venice Immersive have
already begun categorizing Al-assist-
ed works, blurring the line between
art and experiment.

Cinema has always evolved along-
side its audience. From silent films to
streaming, the viewers' imagination
completes the picture. Al simply
adds another layer to that conversa-
tion.

Final Cut: Between Intuition

and Algorithm

To say that Al is “good” or “bad” is to
misunderstand its nature. It s
neither muse nor menace, but a
mirror reflecting our ambitions, fears,
and values back at us.

Used with integrity, it can free direc-
tors to dream bigger, push bounda-
ries, and tell stories impossible
before. Abused, it can drain the
heartbeat from cinema, replacing
mystery with mathematics.

As critic David Ehrlich wrote in Indie
Wire:  “Technology has never
destroyed art only the lack of imagi-
nation does.” The director’s task,
then, is timeless: to imagine boldly,
think ethically, and remember that
behind every machine's suggestion
must still beat a human heart.

Cinema was born of light and
illusion. Al is simply the newest
illusion and the challenge, as ever,
is to make us believe.




4. Cultural Bias and Creative Homoge-
ny

Al models are trained on massive data-
sets that reflect historical biases. If
unchecked, they may reproduce narrow
ideas of beauty, emotion, or storytelling.
This could lead to what critic Maria
Dominguez calls “algorithmic cinema”,
films that look and feel alike, shaped by
the same invisible logic.

“Cinema’s power lies in its diversity,” she
writes. “Al risks flattening that richness
into statistical sameness.” (Filmd.co.uk,
2024)

Cut Four: Lessons from the Pio-

neers

Some filmmakers are already navigating
this new frontier with caution and crea-
tivity.

In Brady Corbet’'s The Brutalist (2024), Al
was used to subtly refine Hungarian
dialogue, not to replace actors, but to per-
fect linguistic nuance (Entertainment
Weekly, 2024). The director described it as
“a scalpel, not a sledgehammer.”
Meanwhile, in the indie scene, filmmak-
ers like Kibwe Tavares (The Kitchen) are
blending virtual production, Al, and tradi-
tional storytelling to create rich,
human-centered worlds. Tavares, who
has an architectural background, treats
Al as an “architectural assistant”, a tool for
structure, not soul.

Even Hollywood stalwarts are experi-
menting. Avatar's production designer
Ben Procter has discussed using genera-
tive Al to brainstorm set ideas, though he
insists, “Nothing replaces the artist's eye.”
Their experiences share a theme: Al
works best as a collaborator, not a com-
petitor. When used to enhance “not
dictate”, creative decisions, it can expand
the director’s palette.



Cut Two: The Bright Side of the

Lens

There is undeniable beauty in what tech-
nology offers. Used wisely, Al can amplify
creativity rather than dilute it.

1. Democratizing Filmmaking

Al tools have lowered the barrier to entry.
Independent directors with modest
budgets can now achieve results once
reserved for studio giants. “For the first
time,” says producer Leila Chen, “we can
compete visually with Marvel, not in
scope, but in imagination."®Platforms like
ElevenLabs (voice), Midjourney (visualiza-
tion), and Sora by OpenAl (Al video gener-
ation) empower small teams to create
high-quality content at minimal cost.

As ScreenDaily notes, the independent
sector views Al as both a lifeline and a
disruptor — a way to “level the playing
field" even as it threatens traditional jobs
(ScreenDaily, 2024).

2. Speed, Precision, and Experimenta-
tion

In post-production, Al accelerates work-
flows dramatically. Editors use software
like Adobe Sensei to identify the best
takes, auto-sync dialogue, and match
color tones across sequences. Visual
effects houses employ Al to remove rigs,
blend CGI with live action, or generate
realistic backgrounds.

Al doesn't tire, and it doesn't need over-
time pay, a fact studios love. But more
importantly, it lets directors experiment
without fear. You can test an alternate
ending, a new tone, a darker grade, all
before spending another dollar.

3. New Aesthetic Possibilities

The fusion of human imagination with
algorithmic precision has created bold
new aesthetics. Think of the painterly
surrealism of Al-assisted short films like
Salt or The Frost, which premiered at
Tribeca's “Synthetic Visions” program.
These films challenge not just what's pos-
sible, but what feels cinematic.

Director George Miller, of Mad Max: Fury
Road fame, recently described Al as “a
mirror of our imagination, imperfect but
expanding” (Games Radar, 2025). His par-
ticipation in an Al film festival sparked
controversy, but his point is profound: the
camera has always been a kind of ma-
chine. Now, that machine can think.
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Cut Three: The Shadows in the

Frame

But every bright light casts a shadow. Al's
arrival in the director’s toolkit has also
sparked deep unease across the industry.

1. The Ghost in the Machine

Can a machine truly understand emo-
tion? Al is good at imitation, less so at em-
pathy. Its creations may mimic human
feeling but lack the invisible thread of
lived experience.

As Visuals. TV cautions, “Al-generated per-
formances risk becoming mechanical
replicas clean, efficient, but soulless” (Vis-
uals.TV, 2024). If overused, this efficiency
could sterilize cinema, replacing intuition
with predictability.

2. The Erosion of Craft

Film has always been a collective art,
camera operators, editors, set designers,
and hundreds more. Automation threat-
ens to thin that ecosystem. If one director
can command a film through prompts
and presets, what happens to the hun-
dreds of skilled technicians who once
shaped its world?

The Writers Guild of America and actors'
union SAG-AFTRA have already fought
high-profile battles over Al-generated
scripts and synthetic likenesses. In the
UK, Equity recently warned of “mass
direct action” if studios continue using
actors’' images in Al content without con-
sent (The Guardian, 2025).

3. Legal and Ethical Gray Zones

Beyond employment fears lie thornier
moral questionsXWho owns an Al-gener-
ated image of an actor? Who gets credit
for an Al-suggested edit? What happens
when an algorithm trained on copyright-
ed material “learns” someone else’s artis-
tic voice?

Without strict regulation, the industry
risks a creative Wild West, a place where
inspiration blurs into imitation. Legal
scholars have begun pushing for “Al
authorship” frameworks, but the law
remains several frames behind the tech-
nology.
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The Director and

the Machine 2025

How Al Is
Rewriting the
Language of

Written By

Georges
Salloum

Director

“Al  won't directors. But

replace
directors who use Al might replace
those who don't.”

Anonymous industry insider, Sundance
2025

The Opening Scene: A New Kind

of Director’s Chair

Once upon a time, the director’s toolkit
consisted of celluloid reels, light meters,
and instinct. The magic of cinema was
handmade sculpted from intuition,
improvisation, and creative struggle.
Today, however, the director's canvas
glows with pixels, algorithms, and
data-driven insight. Artificial Intelligence
(Al) has entered the soundstage.

In 2025, a filmmaker can prompt a digital
assistant to generate concept art, edit
rough cuts overnight, or even simulate an
actor’s face to reshoot dialogue without
calling them back to set. What beganasa
novelty has become an everyday pres-
ence a silent collaborator that challenges
the very definition of directing.

Butis Al a blessing or a betrayal? A revolu-
tion or a regression? The answer, like
most things in art, depends on who's
holding the camera.

Cut One: The Marriage of Art and

Algorithm

Film has always danced with technology.
The invention of sound (The Jazz Singer,
1927) reshaped performance. The rise of
color altered emotion. CGl birthed entire
galaxies. Each revolution provoked resist-
ance, until it became essential.

Al now represents cinema’s next great
turning point. From pre-production to
post-production, its fingerprints are
everywhere.

According to a 2024 report by Forbes,
major studios are already using machine
learning to analyze scripts and predict
box office performance, helping execu-
tives green-light projects with mathe-
matical precision (Forbes, 2024). Mean-
while, independent creators are embrac-
ing Al tools that can generate story-
boards, concept art, or even temporary
VFEX shots at a fraction of traditional cost.
“The biggest change,” says Lon-
don-based filmmaker Amara Voss, ‘“is
how much pre-visualization has evolved. |
can see the whole scene before we shoot
a single frame — lighting, movement,
emotion. It's like dreaming on demand.”

Platforms like Veo 3.1, Runway and Kaiber
now let directors instantly test different
visual styles, color grades, or camera
moves, giving unprecedented control.
What once took weeks of VFX labor now
unfolds in minutes.

A study published in arXiv earlier this year
even explored “Al cinematography
systems” capable of generating camera
directions based on mood or dialogue
tone (arXiv, 2025). It suggests a near
future where Al functions as a virtual
assistant or perhaps a silent co-director.
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